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LR.  CHAIHiiAN,  LADIES  & GENTLEIviEN, 

I Leg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1 958. 


GENERAL  _IROVISION  OF  PUBLEC  HEALTH  SERVICES 


STAFF 

1 . Medioal  Officer  of  Health 

Jean  Murray,  M.B,,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  (who  is  slao  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  Trovvbridge  Urhan  District  Council  and  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer) 

Official  Address:  Market  Hall  Chambers,  Trowbridge. 

(Tel.  Trow.  3771 ) 

2.  Public  Health  Inspector 

Douglas  G,  Masling,  Cert.S.I.E.J.B. , Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods. 

In 'Edition  to  his  normal  duties,  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
acts  as  Housing  Officer  and  also  assists  to  some  extent  in  the 
department  of  the  Council's  Engineer  & Survejror. 

3.  Other  Staff 

^ One  Glerk/typist,  who  is  employed  by  the  Trowbridge  U.D.C.,  and 

who  affords  part-time  clerical  assistance  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Part  time  clerical  assistance  given  to  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  by  staff  of  Engineer  & Surveyor.  One  part-time  Rodent 
Operator. 

COmTlTIES  DEALING  Y/ITH  PUBLIO  HEALTH  MATTERS. 

(a)  General  Purposes  Committee  ..  Chairman  - Cllr.  G.  H.  S.  Bowyer. 

(b)  Housing  Committee  ,,  .,  Chairman  - Cllr.  W.  Eacott. 

(c)  Y/aterworks  Committee  *.  ..  Chairman  - Cllr.  H.  G.  Baiker, 


SOCIAL  CONDITION  OF  AREA. 

The  majority  of  the  working  population  of  the  old  Saxon  town  of 
Bradford  on  Avon  is  absorbed  in  the  local  industry  consisting  chiefly  of 
the  manufactirre  of  rubber  articles  and  equipment,  some  light  engineering, 
horticultxare  and  agricultiar e . Other  residents  follow  occupations,  mainly 

in  engineering,  in  adjoining  districts. 

STATISTICS 


• • •••  •••  ••• 


Area  ...  ... 

ropulatxon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


...  2,003  area, 

...  5^700, 


Rateable  Value 


...  £53,889. 


Siam  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


£195.  5.  Id. 
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• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


VITiJ.  STATISTICS 


POPULATION  5,700 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M 

TOTAL 

im. 

1956 

Legitimate  , » 0 

...  36 

lA 

80 

85 

73 

Illegitimate 

• • • ^ 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Total  , , , 

• • « 3^ 

kS 

82 

87 

73 

CRUDE  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE; 

14,19  per  lOCO  of  population 

13.42 

13.4 

CORRECTED  LIVE  BIRTH 

RATE; 

(Comparability  Factor 

14.90  ” 

- 1.05) 

II  It 

tt 

16.19 

14.2 

STILL  BIRTHS 

M 

P 

TOTAL 

i2S. 

1956 

Legitimate  • • . 

• . . 1 

2 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

- 

- 

»■ 

- 

Total  1 2 3 

STILL  BIRTtI  RATE;  35.29  per  1000  live  and  still 

births . 

1 

11.38 

2 

25.97 

TOTAL  LIVE  and  STILL  BIRTHS 

» • 4 

1 a a 

...  85 

88 

77 

INFANT  DEATHS 

M 

P 

TOTAL 

1957 

1956 

Legitimate  • • • 

• • a i 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

1 

1 

— 

Total  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants 

...  1 

imder 

1 

2 

3 

4 weeks  - 

- 

- 

3 

•— 

INFAIIT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total: 

• 24.39  per 

1000 

live 

births  ... 

34.5 

Nil 

Legiti2nfT:te ; 

12,50  per 

1000 

live 

births  . . . 

34.48  Nil 

Illegitimate; 

500  per 

1000 

live 

births  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

NEO  IviORTALITY  RATE 

Nil  per  1000  live 

and  still  births 

a • • 

• a • a 0 a 

34.09 

Nil 

ILIEGITIFATE  LIVE  BIRTHS;  2.4fo  of  Total 

Live 

Births  . . . 

2.3% 

2.6% 

Ii/ATEPJMAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate; 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

DEATHS  (All  causes) 

CRUDE  DEATH  RATE:  9.82  per  IOOO 

of  population 

8.51 

7.14 

CORRECTED  DKATH  RATE;  9.03  per  • 

1000  of  population 

7.83 

6.56 
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AMIuYSIS OF  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


(Y/ith  comparison  for 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Diptheria 

V/hooping  Cough 

Meningcoccal  Infections 

Acute  Polion^elitis 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
I.lalignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leucaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Diseases,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

TOTAIS 


previoxas  two  years) 

1958  1957  19^ 


M>  F,  Total  M,  Fj^  Total  M,  F.  Total 


— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•• 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

— 

- 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

5 

7 

12 

2 

4 

6 

3 

1 

4 

9 

2 

11 

4 

2 

6 

5 

2 

7 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

5 

4 

9 

6 

6 

12 

2 

5 

7 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

6 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

30 

26 

56 

23 

25 

48 

25  15 

40 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Age  Group  Scarlet  V/hoojing  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ^ Respiratory  Non-Resp, 
Fever  Cough  Peiralytic  Non-Para,  Tub'losis  Tub’losis 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Under  1 yr,  - --  - - - __ 

1 year 

2 years  ____  - _ __  _2 

3 years  - __ 

4 years  - 

5-9  years  - - - 

10-14  years  - --  - - - _ - 

15-25  years  - --  - - - - - - 


25  and  over  - --  - - - - __23  -1 

Age  unknown  - --  - ~ - - -- 

TOTAL  - 223  -1 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  19 

Pood  PoisOning  - 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum - 

Acute  PneTjmonia  - 

Erysipelas  - 
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GEMAL  EROVISIOII  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  'jm  AREA. 


Laboratoiy  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Coombe  Park,  Bath, 
carries  out  all  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  other 
foods.  Messrs,  'Waterfall  & O’Brien  of  Queen's  Square,  Bristol,  act  as 
Consulting  Analysts  to  the  Council, 

Hospital  Facilities 

These  are  the  responsiUlity  of  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

The  Bradfoi’d  on  Avon  District  Hospital  continues  to  be  available  for 
general  cases  whilst  many  of  the  residents  can,  and  do,  avail  themselves 
of  hospital  facilities  in  Bath. 

The  Berryfield  Maternity  Hospital,  Bradford  on  Avon,  is  used  both  for 
local  cases  and  cases  from  the  Y/est  Wilts  Hospital  Management  Committee's 
area. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Cvving  to  the  steadily  decreasing  numbers  of  infectious  cases  requiring 
admission  to  Isolation  beds,  the  hospital  once  known  as  the  Trowbridge 
and  District  Isolation  Hospital  is  now,  \mder  it's  modern  name  of  St,  John's 
Hospital,  Trowbridge,  used  almost  entirely  as  a Hospital  for  older  patients, 
both  men  and  women,  Tliere  is  an  understanding,  however,  that  under  certain 
conditions  cases  requiring  isolation  will  still  be  admitted, 

Claverton  Hospital,  Bath,  is  the  msdn  Hospital  for  infectioias  diseases 
for  a wide  area  and  all  serious  ones,  Polion^elitis  for  example,  are 
admitted  directly  there, 

ether  Facilities 

1,  Home  Helps:  The  County  Council  Home  Help  service  gives  great  assis- 

tance in  cases  of  acute  illness  and  even  more  in  giving 
assistance  in  the  homes  of  aged  persons. 

2,  Nursing  in  the  Home:  Cne  midwife  and  one  nurse  are  available  for  ihe 

nursing  of  expectant  mothers  and  the  sick  in  the  home, 

3,  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Wilts.  County  Council  also  provide  for 

the  following  services  in  the  area:- 

Mental  Health 

Services  under  part  III  of  the  national  Health  Service 
Act  for  the  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after 
care,  health  education, 

Amb\ilances and  Ambulance  Cars. 

Health  Visiting 
Child  Welfare 

Vaccination  and  Iimrrunisation. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS . 1 94-8  and  1 951 
No  action  had  to  be  taken  xander  Section  47  during  the  year. 

ITIPSCTIOUS  DISEASES 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  epidemic  of  infectious  diseases  occurred 
during  the  year. 
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Our  tov/n  has  never  in  all  its  long  history  obtained  so  much  notice 
in  the  National  Press  as  it  did  in  1 958;  rather  late  in  the  day.  In 
1955^  I wrote  a plea  in  iny  Annual  Report  that  something  he  done  to  help 
those  small  authorities  who  had  the  misfortune  of  cariying  out  the  duties 
laid  upon  them  by  the  Plousing  Acts  in  ancient  towns.  It  was  reprinted 
in  one  of  our  loca3.  papers,  but  no  notice  was  t aken  of  it  by  any  one  that 
I heard  of,  Vlien  a National  Daily  newspaper  published  a rather  ill- 
informed  half -column  of  distiirbing  criticism  of  the  local  Coxancil’s 
"intentions",  a great  deal  of  notice  was  naturally  taken  of  it. 

One  of  the  points  missed  was  that  the  town  had  had  the  distinction 
of  a visit  from  several  members  of  the  Historic  Bviildings  Council  in  1957^ 
Lady  Radnor,  Lord  Euston,  Sir  Alan  Lascalles,  Mr,  (as  he  then  was)  John 
Sommers  on,  and  the  secretary,  Mr,C,  D,  E.  Keeling,  who  came  to  aee 
certain  properties  but  who  very  kindly  took  time  to  visit  the  high  terrace 
of  Tory,  and  make  suggestions  of  how  help  might  be  forthcoming  to  preserve 
it  - as  a result,  the  Council  had  to  devote  a great  deal  of  time  and 
consideration  to  the  cost  of  the  sinrvey  which  would  be  necessary  before 
any  application  for  grants  could  be  made.  The  first  suggestion  (that  of 
engaging  an  architect  recommended  by  the  Council)  proved  to  be  possibl|i 
so  high  that  the  Council  felt  they  could  not  proceed  at  that  point, 

Vdien  it  was  (S-scovored  that  special  grants  might  be  added  in  just 
such  cases  as  Bradi’ord  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  (apart  from  the  ones 
hoped  for  through  the  Historic  Buildings  Council)  the  Council  felt  they 
could  go  further  in  exploring  the  preliminary  stages  of  a siarvey. 

Great  assistancevas  given  by  the  opportunity  offered  to  the  Urban  Council 
of  attending  a meeting  at  Longford  Castle  on  23rd  October, 1 958  at  which 
jiist  such  problems  as  faced  it  were  discussed,  and  visits  paid  to  houses 
and  cottages  on  the  Estate  which  had  been  brought  up  to  date  and  repaired 
in  a masterly  fashion,  (Some  of  us  chose  from  them  otnr  ideal  houses 
for  our  retirement  - but  alas,  they  were  not  for  such  as  we  - naturally!) 

The  way  was  gradually  made  clearer  for  the  Council  to  proceed  with 
the  preliminary  survey,  without  placing  the  cost  of  such  a (possibly 
abortive)  scheme  entirely  on  the  shoulders  of  the  ratepayers,  partly 
thi'ough  the  interest  inspired  in  the  Civic  Trust  and  partly  by  the  survey 
being  carried  out  by  the  Coimcil’s  own  architect.  It  was  hoped  that 
an  approach  road  to  the  back  of  the  terrace  might  be  considered  as 
ranld.ng  for  grant,  to  allow  for  better  access. 

In  the  meajatime  the  building  of  new  houses,  the  improvement  of  the 
water  supply,  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  works  (to  deal  withihe 
greatly  increasing  amount)  also  received  the  attention  of  the  Council; 
each  of  these  items  providing  its  own  problems,  ajid,  becaiase  of  the  lay 
out  of  the  town,  the  particular  one  of  cost  - especially  as  regards  the 
sewage  works, 

JEAN  MURRAY, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D,P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AM^^AL  SSPOHT  OP  THE  PUliLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  aaid  Memibers  of  the  Bradford  on  Avon  Urban  District 
Coxincil  ; 

IVIR.  CHAIRIW,  LADIES  and  GENTLEi',iEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1 958. 

Work  in  the  housing  field  took  most  significence  during  the 
year,  mainly  in  respect  of  the  re-commencement  of  new  building  at 
the  Kingsfield  Site.  This  sit^  together  with  the  later  acquired 
Elmfield  Site,  enabled  the  necessary  re-housing  units  to  be  available 
for  a firm  start  to  be  made  on  the  proposals  for  dealing  with  \infit 
houses.  This  drive  against  the  unfit  houses  gained  momentum  mostly 
d-uring  1 959,  although  dxiring  1 958  a great  deal  had  already  been  said 
and  written  prematurely  about  the  inclusion  in  the  drive  of  certain 
houses  in  the  Tory  area,  and  in  the  circumstances  any  detailed  comment 
on  this  particular  problem  must  be  reserved  until  a later  Report. 

I feel,  however,  that  even  at  this  stage,  it  would  be  apt  to  again 
stress  that  whilst  some  of  o\ir  old  houses  may  be  of  historical  and 
architectural  interest  that  is  no  sound  reason  for  exempting  them  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  and  "preserving"  them  in  a state 
of  disrepair  and  lacking  in  amenity.  Those  who  have  been  adversely 
critical  must  surely  ultimately  welcome  the  action  that  has  been  talcen. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Engineer  & Surveyor,  my  thanks 
for  their  support  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  my  duties  diiring  the 
year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  £ind  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  G.  MASLTNG. 

Public  Health  Inspector, 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 
(a)  General 

The  installations  for  the  supply,  treatments  and  distribution  of 
water  remained  as  in  previous  years,  i.e,  pumping  from  two  wells  in 
the  Avoncliffe  area  to  slow  sand  filters  and  service  reservoirs  in  the 
V/insley  Road  area.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  by  injectors  installed 
at  the  pumping  stations.  No  major  alterations  were  made^_to  these 
arrangements  during  the  year,  A larger  capacity  pump  was  installed 
at  the  Sub-Station,  Avoncliffe,  by  way  of  replacement. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  impose  any  restrictions  on  the  use 
of  v/ater  dioring  the  year  and  only  on  one  occ£Lsion  during  the  year 
Y/as  it  necessary  to  talce  a small  additional  supply  from  the  Bradford 
and  Melksham  R.D.C.  mains. 

One  house  v/as  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year. 

The  Annual  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was  82,000,000  galls# 
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(b)  Exan-dnation  of  water  supplies 
(a)  Hells 

No,  of  samples  taken  for;- 


(i)  Bacteriological  exaniinati on  1 

(ii)  Chemical  Analysis  1 


Bacteriological  examination  again  revealed  that  the  older  of 
the  two  wells  was  polluted  both  with  faecal  and  non-faecal  coliform 
organisms  v/hich  is  to  be  anticipated  having  regard  to  the  nature 
of  the  topography  of  the  source.  This  source  yields  approximately 
one  fifth  of  the  annual  cons\m:5)tion. 


Chemical  analysis  was  obtained  of  the  water  supply  in  distrib- 
ution (i,e,  admixture  of  both  sources  and  from  the  main  well,  as 
under: 


Main  Station 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albiaminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 

(equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride) 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4'  hrs,) 

Nitrite 

Nitrogen  in  nitrite  and  nitrate 
Total  solids 
Loss  on  ignition 
Appeac'ance  on  ignition 
Hardness : Temporary 
Permanent 
Total 

Le  s-d.  & Copper 
Fluorine 


0.01 

0.04 

22,5 

37 

Absent 

3.4 

430 

10 

Slight  charring 
224 

299 

Absent 
Not  examined 


Distribution 

0.015 

0.025 

38.5 

96.5 
0.24 

Absent, 

6,6 

500 

35 

Some  charring 
2if-3 
80 
323 

Absent 


pH 


7.2 


(b)  Towns  Llains 


Eleven  samples  taken  from  various  points  on  the  distribution 
system  which,  vo.th  the  exception  of  one  shewed  no  evidence  of 
pollution.  The  adverse  sample  report  led  tothe  detection  of  a 
fault  in  the  chlorinating  apparatus. 


(g)  Private 


Four  samples  taken  from  wells  of  private  houses  during  the 
year  all  shewed  a fairly  heavy  degree  of  pollution.  One  house  only 
v/as  able  to  be  connected  to  the  mains  supply  although  it  is  hoped 
that  further  houses  v/ill  be  connected  as  and  when  new  mains  are 
developed. 
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BAC'riiEIOlJDGIGAL  EXAIviIM/^.i:iON  OF  WATER 

19^8  ■ 


Source  sampled 

Date 

I Probable  number  of 
j coliform  bacilli 
j MacConkey  2 -days 
! 37°C/per  100  Ml, 

i i 

Probable  number 

1 faecal  coli  per 

! 100  iva, 

1 

1 

Mains  supply 

25.  2.58 

1 

1 (Lesa  than  0,54) 

I II  II 

25.  2.58 

' 1 

(Lesa  than  0.54) 

[ 11  11 

3.  3.58 

j Less  than  1 

Nil 

1 II  II 

3.  3.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

j II  It 

15.  4.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

j II  II 

10,  6.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

II  II 

16.  7.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

II  II 

14.  8.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

II  II 

3l .1 0,58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

ft  It 

11 .11 .58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

II  It 

19.12.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

Yifell  (Main  Station) 

1 .11.58 

5 

5 (Less  than  0,5-13) 

j Swimming  Pool  (U.D.G.) 

17.  4.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

11  II  It 

13.  6.58 

5 

3 (0.5  - 8) 

II  It  II 

17.  6.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

II  II  It 

17.  6.58 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

II  II  It 

160  7.58 

Less  than  1 

•a  Nil 

It  II  It 

5.  8.58 

Nil 

Nil 

Private  Supplies: 

E-lmss  Cross 

i (Turnpike  Cott, 

)17.  7.58 

13  (4-31) 

1 (0.5  - 4) 

Rov/den  Lane 

(Cottage) 

17.  7.58 

13  (4-31)  1 

8 (2  - 19) 

Pair  .field  Burigalovir 

15.  8.58 

35  (12-101) 

Not  less  than  13 

Leigh  Cottage 

15.  8.53 

54  (18-138) 

1 (Less  than  0.5"^) 

REFUSE  COLuE’.GTICH  and  DISFQ3AL 

The  weelcly  kerhside  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  was  main- 
tained ttiroughout.  the  year  using  one  11,  Ouhic  yitrd  side  loading  vehicle 
v/ith  a Driver  and  two  Loaders.  Additional  assistance  is  provided  for 
the  Tory  and  llddle  Ranlc  areas,  where,  due  to  vehicular  inaccessibility, 
it  is  necessary  to  bring  the  refuse  to  the  roadside  for  loading. 

During  tlie  yeai*  a revision  of  the  daily  collection  rotas  enabled 
savings  to  be  made  in  collection  labour  costs  and,  in  fact,  reduced  the 
total  collection  time  to  4 working  days.  Y/ith  increasing  developement, 
particularly  in  the  Gouncil  field,  it  maj?  not  be  possible,  however,  to 
adliere  to  such  a schedule  without  possibly  obtaining  a larger  capacity 
vehicle. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  to  be  on  the  low  lying  land  on  the 
South  b&jilc  of  the  river  Avon  in  the  Avonfield  Area.  The  depth  of  fill 
on  tiiis  sloping  site  varies  from  4 ft,  to  12  ft,  so  that  strict  obser- 
■'’•ance  of  controlled  tipping  conditions  as  to  depth  cannot  be  maintained. 
Despite  this  and  the  inconsistency  of  the  supply  of  covering  material, 
the  tip  was  kept  in  excellent  condition  by  the  efforts  of  the  attendant, 
who  did  so  without  the  assistance  of  any  form  of  mechanical  handling 
plant. 

A further  approximate  2 acres  of  land  were  acquired  as  extension  to 
the  present  tip  and  v^fill  afford  approximately  7 years'  tipping  space. 


The  yield  of  refuse  during  the  year  v/as  approximately  liie  same  as 
in  previous  years,  although  the  nature  of  the  refuse,  i.e,  increase  in 
cartons,  packages,  etc,,  and  decrease  in  ash  content  was  readily  obvious, 

18  tons  6 c\'rt,  3 q.trs,  of  baled  waste  paper  (fibreboard  containers) 
were  despatched  to  the  Board  Mils  during  the  year.  This  represents  an 
increase  in  output  of  some  70^  on  the  previous  year  and  is  due  to  more 
time  being  available  for  baling  operations, 

SE'MGE  DISPOSAL 

Whilst  again  no  major  changes  or  improvements  were  effected  to  the 
Sewage  Works  during  the  year,  it  is  known  at  the  time  of  the  publication 
of  this  report  that  the  preparatory  planning  of  a reconstruction  scheme 
is  well  in  hand.  Stress  has  been  laid  in  the  past  on  the  outdated  and 
very  poor  condition  of  the  existing  disposal  worls  and  the  decision  to 
proceed  vd.th  a major  scheme  will  be  active,  in  view  of  proposed  hoiising 
development  and  also  to  prevent  continued  river  pollution. 


EFFUJENT  REPORT 

From  Council's  Sev/age  Disposal  Works.  Taken  from 
Effluent  Ditch  on  Wednesday,  15th  October,  1958,  at 
10.20  am,  prior  to  discharge  into  River  Avon. 
Weather  bright  and  sunny  following  wet  period  early 
October  and  late  September. 


Appearance: , Grey-brown  turbid  solution,  dark  brown  sediment  and 

' fine  suspended  material.  Sewage  smell. 

Reaction;  pH  7*6 

Parts  per  Million 


Ammonia  (as  N) 


Free 

17 

Alb\md.noid 

4 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 

93 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

153 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.) 

33.7 

nitrite 

trace 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrite  & Nitrate 

1.7 

Dissolved  Solids 

720 

Siispended  Solids 

130 

TOTAL 

850 

Dissolved  oxygen  absorbed  after  5 days'  incubation  (B,0,D,)  49* 

"Impurity"  figure  37 

Stability  Test  Some  blackening  at  neck  of  bottle. 


PUBLIC  BATHS . 

The  Public  Baths,  originally  incorporating  an  indoor  swimming  pool 
and  five  slipper  baths,  was  mainly  used  during  the  year  for  swimming,  the 
use  of  the  slipper  bathe  being  restricted  due  to  falling  receipts  and 
need  of  economy  in  the  use  of  the  hot  water  system. 

For  the  swimming  pool,  a continuous  treatment  plant  is  operated 
utilising  a pressure  sand  filter,  heating,  aeration  and  chlorination 
apparatus.  A free  chlorina  content  of  between  0,2  and  0.5»parts  per 
million  is  maintained  in  the  water. 

Improvements  to  changing  accommodation  and  precautionary  measures 
in  respect  of  foot  hygiene  are  proposed  in  a scheme  for  the  general 
improvement  of  the  Baths  as  a swiimaing  pool  only, 
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HOUSIilG-  STATISTICS  FOR  TtlE 


Houses  Demolished. 


Houses 

Demolished 


In  Clearance  Areas;  (Housing  Act,  1 957) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  19 

2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement 

3)  Hoiases  on  land  acquired  under 

Sec.  43/2 

Not  in  Clearfflc_e_Ar'eas ; 

4)  As  a resixLt  of  formal  or  informal 

procedirrs  under  Sec.  17(1) 

Unfit  Houses  Close(^. 

5)  Under  Sec.  16(4)  I7(l)  & 35(l)  7 

6)  Under  Sec.  17(3)  26 

7)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Sec.  18 


Year 

Persons  Families 


17 


4 


c. 


Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  -yThich  defects  v/ere  remedied. 


By  Local 
Authority. 


8)  After  informal  action 

9)  After  formal  action  (a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sec,  9 & 16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957* 


10 

1 


D.  Unfit  Hous_es  in 
Tlil^ 


E.  Pui’chase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 

» — ■ fi ' ■ Min  !■  IWIWIII— i 

Nil 


Inspection  of  Dvrelling  Houses 

Total  number  of  dvelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  49 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  65 

0.  ^qvision  of  _ne\Y_  Houses  - 

No,  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  the 

Council  during  1 958.  — 

No,  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by 

private  enterprise  23 


Total  accoimaodation  ‘provided  by  the  Council  since  the 

War  is  now;- 


New  permanent  dv/eliings  ••  ••  ••  ••  26l 

Prefabricated  houses  ..  30 

Flats  ..  ••  13 

No,  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by 

private  enterprise  since  the  l.ar  ..  109 


H,  Applications  for  Housing  Acoommodation 

No,  of  applicants  on  Council's  Housing  List  at  3l  •12,58 .110 
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I . Improvements^  tp^  lioppes 

No,  of  applications  for  Improvement  G-rants  under 

the  Housing  Act,  ,,  4 

No.  of  such  applications  approved  4 

J • 0 ther_  S ^itpry,  s. 

(a)  Seco 93  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Notices  served  1 

No,  abated  at 

31.12,58  1 

(b)  Sec. 45  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Notices  served  2 

No,  abated  2 

_ pMREiS  ADI.ilNISlTH-TION 


No,  of  registered  Dairies  ,.  4 

Number  of  licences  issiied  authorising  use  of 

Si:)ecia-1  Designations : 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers)  ..  5 

Pa.steurised  (Dealers)  ..  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary)  3 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  ,,  3 

No.  of  registered  Distributors  ..  ..  10 


All  the  above  licencees  sell  only  TT  (Pasteurised)  or  Pasteurised  lilk. 
SjulIlNG  OP  imc 

Fifty  seven  samples  of  milk  vfere  subnitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  the  Han  or  Hospital,  Bath,  Desalts  v/ere  as  follows 


Conformed 
to  Standard 


Did  not 
Conform 


Tiiberculin  Tested  (raw)  4 

Puberculin  Tested  (pasteurised)  24 
Pas-ceurised  29 


4 Nil 

23  1 

29  Nil 


The  one  sample  of  T.T. (x asteurised)  Milk  failing  to  conform  to 
standard  'v7as  fxo.a  a Dairyman  from  outside  the  district.  Appropriate 
notification  was  given  to  the  licensing  a.uthority  for  the  Pasteiarisation 
Ilant  and  subsequent  saiTp)le3  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  numbei's  of  raw  nllk  sanples  are  low  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
only  retaj.ler  selling  raw  T.T.  Milk  ceased  to  do  so  early  in  the  year, 

Tlie  ndlk  supply  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  therefore  now 
all  pasteurised. 

In  connection  not  only  vuth  the  examination  of  ndlk  sanples,  but 
also  v'atoc’  and  ice  cream,  the  Council  have  again  been  privileged  to  receive 
the  aduce  and.  co-operation  of  Dr.  P,  Mann  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health 
Lab  oratory,  l..anor  Hospital,  Bath. 
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• o 


18 


iCE  ^ C'^AII 


Nvuriber  of  Tirerfu.ses  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of 

ice  cream  , , 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  registered  under  Sec,  16 

of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1 935 


24 


/ell  xDremises  are  concerned  in  the  s torage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
only,  there  being  no  ice  creara  manufacturers  in  the  district. 


42  samples  of  ice  cream  and  ice  cream  lollipops  v/ere  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  results  being  as  follov/s:- 


Provisional  Grade  I 

II 

III 

IV 


2 

8 


Tlie  incidence  of  1 0 staples  in  Gra.des  III  and  IV  calls  for  comment. 
Pith  the  exception  of  one  sample  all  the  sanples  v/ere  from  the  same 
i-etailer,  aid  the  saiue  manvifacturer . The  recva-rence  of  these  adverse 
samples  was  taken  up  on  each  occasion  rath  the  Local  Authority  in  viiose 
au’ea  the  manufactory  was  situated.  Steps  v/ere  also  taken  to  ensure 
cleanliness  of  servers  at  the  shop  when  loose  ice  cream  was  being  handlgd. 
As  a result,  the  sainples  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  greatly  improved. 


OTHER  FOOD  AliD  I’OOD  HrGIEJ;IE 


T^/'pes  of  Pood  Premises; 


General  Grocery  1 8 

Lutchers  5 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  2 

Pislimongers/Pruiterers  2 

Pish  Priers  1 

Bakers/Confecti  oners  4 

E 

hotels  and  Inns  16 


There  were  no  'pi'oseoutions  arising  from  breaches  of  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  during  the  year.  It  was,  hervever,  necessary  to  draw 
attention  in  two  cases  to  smold.ng  whilst  handling  food  being  placed  in 


such  a posi’Lion  to  be  liable  to  contariination.  In  all  instances  there 
was  no  recurrence  of  these  practices. 

Ho.  of  prerdses  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  1 Drugs  Act,  1935 

for  xirepai'ation  of  sausages,  etc 2 

No.  of  visits  to  such  prer.dses  8 


Cpndeimiation^jDf^  Unsound  Pood 

Buring  the  year  tiie  follov.dng  foodstuffs  v/ere  examined  and  found  to 
be  unfit  for  hnan  consumption; 


22  tins  of  imported  cooked  meats 
1 stone  of  cod  fillets. 


Y.l.ere  possible,  imsomid  food  is  burned,  but  where  this  is  not 
possible, disposal  is  by  burial  at  the  Refuse  Tip, 
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da  age  by  pjigTS  act.  i949. 

The  table  lelavv  is  an  ajuended  extract  of  the  retiorn  subinitted  to 
the  I'.iinistry  of  Agriculture,  i^sheries  and  Food. 


I Type  of  Property 

1 No. 

. Inspected^ 

o_f_jjr_enu.s_e^_ , . . , 
Treated 

i 

: 

T Ra'ts  

I d-ce  ___ 

i Local  Authority 

12 

i 3 

I 

Evyelling  Houses 

248 

j 44  ! 

10  I 

business  Premises 

240 

I 7 

6 I 

Agriculti-iral  Premises 

24 

I i 

I 

i 

The  figiores  represent  a decrease  in  the  number  of  dwelling  houses 
treated  for  rats  and  mice  and  a slight  increase  in  business  premises 
treated. 


The  3ev/ei’s  were  treated  twice  during  the  year,  on  the  latter  of  the 
treatments  harfarin  being  used  for  the  first  time  very  successfully. 


Two  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year.  There  were  no 
applications  tmder  Secs.  2 or  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1937* 

An  investigation  in  the  central  area  of  the  town  shewed  that  there 
■v/as  a relatively  heavy  deposit  of  grit  occurring.  Analysis  of  the  grit 
revealed  that  it  was  typical  of  grit  arising  from  the  cornbiistion  of  coal, 
A maiTufac tuning  premises  using  steam  raising  plant  in  the  area  were  aaked 
to  take  all  steps  to  reduce  grit  emission.  The  contours  of  the  area 
me  such,  however,  that  private  houses  and  the  railway  engines  could 
be  involved  iii  the  emissions.  Efforts  to  reduce  this  continued  through- 
out the  year. 


PET  AMLnlS  ACT.  1930 

One  licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  was  renewed  during  1 938,  the  conditiona 
attaching  thereto  being  the  licensing  conditions  as  recomiiiended  by  the 
R.S.r.G.A,  aj'id  the  Association  of  Liunicjpal  Corporations, 


rACTORffiS  Alffl  Y/0IiK3H0P3 


1)  II6PECTIOK5  for  the  px-irpose  of  provisions  as  to  the  health  (including 
inspections  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.) 


W-S, 

No,  I Number  of: 

1/c 

line 

On 

Written 

Occupiers 

Line 

l^vHSES 

ITo^^ 

* 

Inspections 

* 

Notices 

Prosecuted. 

No, 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(7) 

■'  ■ **■ 

i)  Factories  in  v/hich 

Secs.  1,2,3>4  cS:  6 are 

to  be  enforced  by 

1 

3 

3 

- 

1 

Local  Authorities. 

ii)  Factories  not  included. 

in  (i)  in  y/hich  Sec, 7 

is  eni'orced  by  the 

2 

23 

23 

2 

Local  Authority 

lii)  Other  preiidses  in 

v/hich  Sec.  7 is 

enforced  by  the  LocaQ. 

3 

3 

6 

- 

3 

Authority  (excluding 

out-workers ' pr ends  es ) 

TOTjvL 

31 

34 

- 

** 

2)  Cases  in  which  DEPLGTS  vrere  found: 


1,0.  cases  in  v/hich  defects  found 

NOjl  pf_ 

Particulars 

i^c  ! 

lindPound  Remedied 

■ Referred: - 
To  H.M.Ir^To  H.M.Irt- 

in  which  proa- 1^ 
ecutions  were  Line 

No. 

-spector 

-spector 

instituted 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3)  1 (4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

’..'ant  of  cleanliness 

(Sec.  1 ) 

4 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

4 

Overcrowding  (Sec,  2) 
Unreasonable  T'empera- 

3 

- 

3 

ture  (See,  3) 
Inadequate  ventilation 

6 

— 

6 

(Sec,  4) 

Ineffective  dz'ainage 

7 

- 

•• 

mm 

7 

of  floors  (Sec,  6) 

Saidtary  conveniences 
(Sec.  7) 

8 

■ 

8 

(a)  in.siJifficient 
\^i-)  misuitaulc  or 
defective 

9 

- 

- 

- 

9 

10 

- 

- 

10 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 

11 

11 

the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 

12 

1 

12 

to  outwork) 

1 

.A  . - 

1 

TOTAL 

- 

“ 

- 

- 
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pL^T^v 

(SectioiTG  110  oiid  111) 


j 

K^oction  ilO 

Section  ill 

j Nature  ii/c 

Ho_^_of 

outworkers 

l ib of 
cases  of 

Ho_^_of 
pros ecu- 

No,  of 
instances 

r ~ 

of  iline 

in  Aup-;ust 

default  in 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Pros- 

j ' Work  iNo, 

list  req’d. 

sending 

failure  to 

unwholesome 

served. 

-ecu- 

i i 

by  Seco  1 00 

lists  to 

supply; 

conditions 

tions 

j ! 

(1  ) (s ) . 

Council, 

lists. 

(1)  |(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

t 1 

j '.earing  ! 
i appai'elji 
malcing,  | 

etc,  13 

■ 

Cleaning 

and 

wasliing.'l4 

iJiAUSIS  OF  VISITS  AM)  INSPEGTIQI^ 


iiousing  Acts,  193^  and  1949  1^8 

Public  Health  Act,  1936-  Nuisances; 

(a)  liom  Housing  defects  75 

(b)  Hran  Aniraals  ..  ..  ..  46 

(c)  Prom  moveable  dv/ellings  ..  2 

(d)  Prom  Noxious  Odours 27 

Pactories  Act,  1 937  34 

Infectious  diseases  ..  ..  .»  ..  1 

Ilefuse  collection  arid  disposal  ,,  o.  51 

later  su^oply  ..  75 

baapling  of  milk,  water,  ice  cream  . . 96 

Pood  premises  ..  ..  67 

Hodent  control  o,  ,,  ..  ..  ..  41 

Drainage  ,,  ..  ..  ,,  .«  .«  86 

Housing  axo^vlications  ••  59 

Council  Houses  .*  ••  77 

Piggeries  45 

Pet  ^.nii.ials  Act  2 

i.iiscellaiieous  and  supervisory  ..  •»  243 

Smoke  abatement  ..  12 


1,207 


DOUGLAS  G.  I.ASLING 


Public  Health  Inspector 
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